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WISCONSIN TUITION GRANT
 
Introduction 
 
HEAB administers the Wisconsin Tuition Grant which provides grants to students attending 
Wisconsin private, independent non-profit colleges and universities. Grants are awarded based 
on the economic needs of students. Grant recipients apply through the Federal Department of 
Education using the FAFSA. The Higher Educational Aids Board reviews and approves the 
Tuition Grant formula for the upcoming school year at its February meeting.  
 
The structure of the WTG formula is outlined in the State Statutes. There are six steps in the 
formula, and awards are differentiated in the following manner: dependent students; single or 
married independent students without children; and single or married independent students with 
children. The current formula is included for review. (See Table1) 
 
Recommendations: 
Recommendation of WAICU (Wisconsin Association of Independent Colleges and 
Universities) President Dr. Rolf Wegenke: Increase the maximum award from $2500 to 
$2700; increase the minimum award from $250 to $500. (See attached letter). The proposed 
formula is illustrated in Table 2 of this document. 
 
Recommendation of the Executive Secretary 
Agrees with the recommendation of Dr. Rolf Wegenke. 
 
Formula Elements  
Appropriation: Governor Doyle has recommended, for the 2005-2006 fiscal year, an 
appropriation of $22,473,700 which is an increase of $370,000. 
 
2005-2006: $22,473,700 (Proposed)              
2004-2005:  $22,103,700 
 
Current Year Spending: All of the 2004-2005 funds will be appropriated.  
 
Applicants:  There was a small increase in enrollment within the WAICU schools. It is 
anticipated that enrollment will continue to increase slightly. 
 
Tuition Increase: Tuition is expected to slightly increase. 
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Wisconsin Tuition Grant – 2004-2005 Formula 
Table 1 
 
 
 
STEP ONE 

  
 

DEPENDENT 

SINGLE OR 
MARRIED 

INDEPENDENT 
W/O CHILDREN 

SINGLE OR 
MARRIED 

INDEPENDENT 
W/ CHILDREN 

 
 TUITION (insert actual tuition 

charged) 
$7,000 $7,000 $7,000 

 - UW MADISON  TUITION* $5,138 $5,138 $5,138 
 NET TUITION $1,862 $1,862 $1,862 
STEP TWO     
 TUITION 

 (insert actual tuition charged) 
$7,000 $7,000 $7,000 

 + BASE MAINTENANCE† $6,245 $6,245 $10,444 
 TOTAL COST $13,245 $13,245 $17,444 
STEP 
THREE 

    

 NET TUITION $1,862 $1,862 $1,862 
 DIVIDED BY TOTAL COST $13,245 $13,245 $17,444 
 FAMILY CONTRIBUTION 

PERCENTAGE 
14.06% 14.06% 10.67% 

STEP FOUR     
 EXPECTED FAMILY 

CONTRIBUTION 
(Insert actual EFC‡) 

$100 $100 $100 

 X INFLATION FACTOR§ 264% 706% 853% 
 ADJUSTED FAMILY 

CONTRIBUTION 
$264 $706 $853 

STEP FIVE     
 ADJUSTED FAMILY 

CONTRIBUTION 
$264 $706 $853 

 X FAMILY CONTRIBUTION 
PERCENTAGE 

14.06% 14.06% 10.67% 

 TUITION OFFSET $37 $99 $91 
STEP SIX     
 NET TUITION $1,862 $1,862 $1,862 
 - TUITION OFFSET $    37 $    99 $    91 
 GRANT AMOUNT $1,825 $1,763 $1,771 
     
 MAXIMUM GRANT $2,500 $2,500 $2,500 
 
 
 

                                                           
* Previous year tuition at UW – Madison 
† Base Maintenance is similar to the Student Budget in WHEG formulas. This number can be manipulated during 
the formula approval process. 
‡ EFC is the individual student data retrieved from the FAFSA. 
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§Inflation Factor is similar to the Student Award Percentage in the WHEG formulas. This number can be 
manipulated during the formula approval process. 



WISCONSIN TUITION GRANT
 

Recommended 2005-2006 Formula 
Table 2 
 
 
 
STEP ONE 

  
 

DEPENDENT 

SINGLE OR 
MARRIED 

INDEPENDENT 
W/O CHILDREN 

SINGLE OR 
MARRIED 

INDEPENDENT 
W/ CHILDREN 

 
 TUITION (insert actual tuition 

charged) 
$7,000 $7,000 $7,000 

 - UW MADISON  TUITION** $5,860 $5,860 $5,860 
 NET TUITION $1,140 $1,140 $1,140 
STEP TWO     
 TUITION 

 (insert actual tuition charged) 
$7,000 $7,000 $7,000 

 + BASE MAINTENANCE†† $6,245 $6,245 $10,444 
 TOTAL COST $13,245 $13,245 $17,444 
STEPTHREE     
 NET TUITION $1,140 $1,140 $1,140 
 DIVIDED BY TOTAL COST $13,245 $13,245 $17,444 
 FAMILY CONTRIBUTION 

PERCENTAGE 
  8.60%  8.60%  6.53% 

STEP FOUR     
 EXPECTED FAMILY 

CONTRIBUTION 
(Insert actual EFC)‡‡

$100 $100 $100 

 X INFLATION FACTOR§§ 264% 706% 853% 
 ADJUSTED FAMILY 

CONTRIBUTION 
$264 $706 $853 

STEP FIVE     
 ADJUSTED FAMILY 

CONTRIBUTION 
$264 $706 $853 

 X FAMILY CONTRIBUTION 
PERCENTAGE 

 8.60%  8.60%  6.53% 

 TUITION OFFSET $23 $61 $56 
STEP SIX     
 NET TUITION $1,140 $1,140 $1,140 
 - TUITION OFFSET $    23 $     61 $     56 
 GRANT AMOUNT $1,117 $1,079 $1,084 
     
 MAXIMUM GRANT $2,700 $2,700 $2,700 
  Minimum Award          500         500           500 
  

                                                           
** Previous year tuition at UW – Madison 
†† Base Maintenance is similar to the Student Budget in WHEG formulas. This number can be manipulated during 
the formula approval process. 
‡‡ EFC is the individual student data retrieved from the FAFSA. 
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§§Inflation Factor is similar to the Student Award Percentage in the WHEG formulas. This number can be 
manipulated during the formula approval process. 
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WISCONSIN HIGHER EDUCATION GRANT (WHEG)
 
Introduction 
 
HEAB administers three WHEG programs; Wisconsin Technical College System, Wisconsin Tribal 
Colleges, and University of Wisconsin System. The general structure for the WHEG formulas is 
outlined in the State Statutes. The Higher Educational Aids Board reviews and approves the formulas for 
the upcoming school year at its February meeting. There are three components in the formula: 
 
(Student Budget – Expected Family Contribution) x Student Award Percentage = Award 
 
Student Budget: The cost of education for the student. It can include tuition, room, board, and other 
expenses. It is different for all three WHEG programs. However, within each program, the student 
budget is the same for all students. The Student Budgets are set by the HEAB board as part of the 
formula approval process. 
 
Expected Family Contribution (EFC): Amount that student or student’s family is able to contribute. 
The EFC is calculated by the Federal Government when the student applies for Financial Aid using the 
FAFSA***. It is an individually calculated amount based on the financial information provided by each 
student during the application process. 
 
Student Award Percentage: Percent of student budget used to calculate individual financial aid 
awards. It is also used to determine the maximum grant that can be awarded to any student. It is different 
for all three WHEG programs. However, within each program, the Student Award Percentage is the 
same for all students. The Student Award Percentage is set by the HEAB board as part of the formula 
approval process. 
 
To calculate individual financial aid awards: 
(Student Budget – Expected Family Contribution) x Student Award Percentage = Award 
 
To calculate the maximum award in any of the WHEG programs: 
Student Budget x Student Award Percentage = Maximum Award 
 
Factors That Affect the WHEG Programs
 
Appropriation: There are separate appropriations for each of the WHEG programs. These are 
determined during the state’s biennial budget process.  
 
Changing the Student Budget: If the Student Budget is increased, the grant awarded to each student 
would increase. 
 
Changing the Student Award Percentage: If increased, the amount awarded to each student would 
increase and the number of student recipients would decrease due to funding limitations.  The number of 
recipients would increase if additional funding was available to support the increase in eligibility. 

                                                           
*** Students apply for financial aid on-line through the Federal Government’s Webpage or complete a paper copy. A copy of 
this application, called the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), can be found at www.fafsa.ed.gov. 



Wisconsin Higher Education Grant – Wisconsin Technical College System 
 
 
Recommendation of the Wisconsin Technical College System President Dan Clancy: 
($8,000 – EFC) x 12% = Award  
(Student Budget – Expected Family Contribution) x Student Award Percentage = Award 
Maximum Award = $960 (See attached letter.) 
 
Recommendation of the Executive Secretary 
Agrees with the recommendation of President Clancy. 
 
Formula Elements 
 
Appropriation: For the 2005-2006 fiscal year, Governor Doyle has recommended an increase in 
the WHEG – Tech appropriation of $250,000. 
 
2005-2006: $15,124,000 (Proposed)              
2004-2005:  $14,874,000 
 
Current Formula: 
($7,500 – EFC) x 12% = Award 
(Student Budget – Expected Family Contribution) x Student Award Percentage = Award 
Maximum Award: $900 
 
Current Year Spending: All of the 2004-2005 funds will be appropriated. Awards were 
suspended November 4, 2004. No new awards have been processed since that time. 
 
Applicants:  There has been an increase in enrollment within the WTC System schools. It is 
anticipated that enrollment will continue to increase. 
 
Tuition Increase: Tuition is expected to slightly increase. 
 
Simulations: The simulations used during formula deliberations are included for review. Sim 8 
illustrates the proposed formula. 
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Wisconsin Higher Education Grant – Tribal Colleges 
 
 
Recommendation of the Tribal College Presidents:  
 
The formula recommendation from College of Menominee Nation President Verna Fowler, 
Ph.D, and from Lac Courte Oreilles Ojibwa Community College President, Elizabeth 
McDougall, Ph.D. is as follows: (See attached letters) 
 
($6,650 – EFC) x  27.44%  =  Award  
(Student Budget – Expected Family Contribution) x Student Award Percentage = Award 
Maximum Award: $1,800 
This reflects no change from the current year’s formula. 
 
Recommendation of the Executive Secretary 
Agrees with the recommendation of Tribal College Presidents Fowler and MacDougall. 
 
Current Formula: 
($6,650 – EFC) x 27,44% = Award  
(Student Budget – Expected Family Contribution) x Student Award Percentage = Award 
Maximum Award: $1,800 
 
Applicants:  The number of 2005-06 Tribal College applicants may increase slightly.  
 
2004-2005 Appropriation 
Appropriation: For the 2005-2006 fiscal year, Governor Doyle has recommended no increase in 
the WHEG – Tribal appropriation. 
 
2005-2006: $404,000 (Proposed)              
2004-2005:  $404,000 
 
Tuition Increase:  Tuition at both Tribal Colleges will either remain the same or increase 
slightly in 2005-2006. 
 
Current Year Spending: Most recent data indicates that the Tribal WHEG 2004-2005 formula 
will spend the appropriated amount for the academic year and most likely will have students left 
on a wait list.   

Formula Proposals: February 18, 2005 
Page 6 

 



Wisconsin Higher Education Grant - University of Wisconsin System 
 
 
Recommendation of the University of Wisconsin System President Kevin Reilly:  
($5,254 – EFC) x 50% = Award  
(Student Budget – Expected Family Contribution) x Student Award Percentage = Award 
Maximum Award: $2,627 
(See Attached Letter) 
 
Recommendation of the Executive Secretary for the 2004-2005 Formula 
Agrees with President Reilly’s recommendation. 
 
Other Factors Considered
 
Appropriation: For the 2005-2006 fiscal year, Governor Doyle has recommended an increase in 
the WHEG – UW appropriation of $5,523,600.†††

 
2005-2006: $40,483,200 (Proposed) 
2004-2005:  $34,959,600 
 
Current Formula: 
($4,554 – EFC)  x  43%  =  Award  
(Student Budget – Expected Family Contribution) x Student Award Percentage = Award 
Maximum Award: $1,958 
 
Current Year Spending: All of the 2003-2004 funds will be appropriated.  
 
Applicants:  The number of 2005-2006 applicants will most likely increase. 
 
Simulations: The simulations used during formula deliberations are included for review. 
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††† The 2004-2005 appropriation was made up of $19,926,800 GPR funds and $15,032,800 of PR funds. The 
Governor’s proposed appropriation of $40,483,200 consists of all GPR funds. The true proposed increase of GPR 
funds is $20,556,400 which includes replacement of PR funds with GPR funds. For purposes of formula 
development, we are looking at the total proposed appropriation increase from 04/05 to 05/06. 







2005-06 WHEG-WTC Simulations  (01/21/05)

W & Z Codes SIM7 SIM8
Removed ($300 added to EFC's greater than $-0-)

TECH ALLOCATION $14,796,980 $14,874,000 $14,874,000
(excl. $77,020 c/f)

Formula: ($7500-EFC) x 14% ($8000-EFC) x 12%
Maximum Award $1,050 $960
DEPENDENT
APPLICANTS 18,349 18,349 18,349
% OF APPLICANTS 33.74% 33.74% 33.74%
AWARDS 9,787 9,469 9,667
% OF AWARDS 25.82% 25.42% 25.66%
% ELIGIBLE 53.34% 51.60% 52.68%
AVERAGE $'s 769$                      755$                        698$                        
$'s COMMITTED 7,529,649$            7,150,010$              6,748,540$              

22.98% 22.53% 22.85%
INDEPENDENT
APPLICANTS 36,040 36,040 36,040
% OF APPLICANTS 66.26% 66.26% 66.26%
AWARDS 28,120 27,787 28,007
% OF AWARDS 74.18% 74.58% 74.34%
% ELIGIBLE 78.02% 77.10% 77.71%
AVERAGE $'s 898$                      885$                        814$                        
$'s COMMITTED 25,238,863$          24,583,661$             22,790,614$             

77.02% 77.47% 77.15%
TOTALS
APPLICANTS 54,389 54,389 54,389
AWARDS 37,907 37,256 37,674
% ELIGIBLE 69.70% 68.50% 69.27%
AVERAGE $'s 864$                      852$                        784$                        
$'s COMMITTED 32,768,512$          31,733,671$             29,539,153$             

100.00% 100.00% 100.00%

COMMITTED 221.45% 213.35% 198.60%

Appropriation required to fund $15,250,000 $18,100,000
each simulation: 208.09% 163.20%









2005-06 WHEG-UW SIMULATION - February 4, 2005

0506 SIM 1

APPROPRIATION: $40,483,200

FORMULA: ($5,254-EFC)
x 50% = Award

Max Award = $2,627
Min Award = $500

DEPENDENT
APPLICANTS 62,158                        
% OF APPLICANTS 77.16%
AWARDS 18,017                        
% OF AWARDS 58.69%
% ELIGIBLE 28.99%
AVERAGE $'s 1,723$                        
$'s COMMITTED 31,050,099$                

53.73%
INDEPENDENT
APPLICANTS 18,397                        
% OF APPLICANTS 22.84%
AWARDS 12,679                        
% OF AWARDS 41.31%
% ELIGIBLE 68.92%
AVERAGE $'s 2,109$                        
$'s COMMITTED 26,739,544$                

46.27%
TOTALS
APPLICANTS 80,555                        
AWARDS 30,696                        
% ELIGIBLE 38.11%
AVERAGE $'s 1,883$                        
$'s COMMITTED 57,789,643$                

100.00%

COMMITTED 142.75%

Appropriation Increase
$5,000,000 127.06%

$10,000,000 114.47%
$15,000,000 104.16%

Sim 1:  Increase student budget by 15.8% (average UW-Madison tuition increase from 0304 to 0405) and use a 50% formula multiplier
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